
                                                                           
 
NFCGG Convenor’s Report for the Financial Year to 31 August 2011 

 

The past year began as one of lows and very lows with the rat invasion, but thankfully in autumn we 
moved onwards to a high note with a gloriously productive, bountiful garden over the winter and spring. 
The devastation and loss of crops caused by the rats over summer was really disheartening, but after 

Yarra Council provided the services of a professional pest controller who used several safe baiting 
methods, the numbers eventually decreased, and equilibrium was restored. We need to be vigilant to 
ensure that rat numbers do not increase again this summer.  

We also hope that the Blue Tongue Lizards still call our Garden home, so please look out for them. 

Working bees during the year were all enthusiastically attended, and the lists of jobs all completed. It 
was pleasing to see everyone pitch in, rather than work on their own plots during the working bee time.  

The new hose reel was installed by Tony Maiolo, which seems to have brought about some changes in 
the weather ie more rain.  

Our Open Days in October 2010 and 2011 were very successful, despite helpers setting up becoming 

very wet and bedraggled, and raised about $2,600 last year and $1600 this year for future projects. 
Visitors are always full of compliments about the Garden. 

The number of people on the waiting list and the waiting time for a plot is lengthening, so it is vital that 
all plots are actively gardened at all times. It is a privilege to have a plot, and in these times of high 
demand none can be neglected.  

We weep at the waste when we see perfect vegetables not being harvested. Next year the Committee 
plans to investigate this growing problem. We all need to work out a way to ensure that ALL the produce 
from the Garden is eaten, and not thrown in the compost as huge seeding vegetables. 

 
Water project:  

We thank Russell Spencer very much for working so doggedly to bring the proposal to harvest the rain 
water from the neighbouring public housing buildings to the final stage, with approvals received from all 
the relevant authorities. It could cost around $16,000.  We can now apply for funding when it is 

available. This will further decrease our reliance on mains water.  
 
Newsletter: 

Everyone loves to receive the quarterly Newsletter with its useful gardening tips, information and ideas 
about all things green, and its seasonal recipes.  Editor Anne Wilkins always compiles a very interesting, 

useful bulletin, and we thank her for all the work involved. She always welcomes contributions from 
members.   
Also thanks Anne for arranging the informal morning teas in the Garden. 
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“Community gardening is for the whole community:  

Respect, Consideration and Co-operation” 



Website: 

Special thanks also to Jean-Pierre Masclef, who has taken over management of the website, and 

changed the format. Jean-Pierre is on the ball with updates, so that it is always current. Jean-Pierre is 
also a very enthusiastic Committee member, yet he is still on the waiting list for a plot. 

 

Retiring Committee Members: 

Unfortunately several Committee members have had to resign because of other commitments during the 
year. 

We were extremely sorry to say goodbye to Tony Milton, who for the past 7 years, has thrown his heart 
and soul into helping to make the Garden the wonderful place it is today. 

Tony began serving on the Committee in Nov 2004 and became Membership Secretary in May 2005, a 
position he held for almost 6 years. What wonderful service! Through this job he introduced all new 
Garden members to their plots, so he was known to everyone, and a respected oracle. 

Always more than ready to organise or enthusiastically give a hand to any new project, Tony was a 
familiar face around the garden doing jobs, picking up and delivering goods etc.  

At the Open Day plant stall, his trays of early tomato and other veg seedlings, raised next to the heater 
at home over winter, are legendary. He also brought treats from his catering business to sell or raffle. 
His generosity of time and energy and good things and sharing from his plot was awe inspiring. 

Tony became Co Convenor of the Group in Nov 2009, and very capably kept the meetings on track, no 
meandering. But very reluctantly he had to resign from the Committee in September 2011 because of 
pressures from a demanding new job. 

The Rushall Garden community wish him well in his new career, and wholeheartedly thank him for all his 
work above and beyond the call of duty over so many years. We do miss your smiling face. 

Many thanks to the other retiring Committee members who gave their time this year- Gabrielle Quinn, 
who bravely took on the Membership Secretary job despite a very demanding “other” life, and Steve 
Hodder and Allan Geodecke. It was really good to have your energy and input and help during the year. 

We must all thank John Blackstock who has so efficiently managed to take on BOTH the Secretary and 
Treasurer positions again this year. What a mammoth effort! Your skill at organisation is amazing John, 

and you make it look so easy, but the number of hours you must spend on behind the scenes tasks to 
have our organisation operating as smoothly as it does must be very time consuming. Minutes of the 
Committee meetings arrive home by email almost before we do. Well done John! 

But he is absolutely not going to be Secretary any more………….. 

Very many thanks to all the Committee members for making the time to attend meetings, and 
contributing ideas, then organising and working to make Rushall Garden the beautiful haven that it is. 

 

Now it is on to 2012 and new projects like revamping the shed/public space/children’s area to gain the 
best use of the space. Maybe the next AGM will be held under a different roof? Or in a different part of 
the Garden?? 

Here’s to a productive summer of gardening, with regular nightly rainfall. Who’s always an optimist? 

 

Margaret Finger, November 2011 

 

NB: John Blackstock also thanked Margaret for her all her enthusiastic work over the past year! 

 

 

 



A big thank you to outgoing members of the committee: 
Tony Milton, Tony Maiolo, Stephen Hodder, Allan Goedecke, Vanessa Edmonds, Gabrielle Quinn, and 

Annabel Pollard. 
A very big thank you goes to Tony Maiolo, who has decided since the AGM to take a break from the 
Committee after seven years of service and give the new blood a go.  Tony served as Co-Convenor of 

the Group for five years until November 2009 and has been a great contributor to Group projects and 
functions. Thanks Tony for a job well done. 

Welcome to the 2011/12 committee: 
Co-Convenors (2 positions - no nominee for second position) Margaret Finger, 

Secretary (No Nominee), Treasurer John Blackstock, Membership Secretary Lynda Achren, Newsletter 
Secretary Anne Wilkins, Ordinary Members Jean-Pierre Masclef, David Scammell, Kathy Chambers, 
Janet Hall and Deborah Parsons. 

 If you feel you would like to contribute to the running of the garden by nominating for one of the 
vacant positions above, please contact anyone on the committee. 

 Ideas & feedback are always welcome, and anyone is welcome to come to the committee 
meetings.  

 

Garden Open Day on Saturday 22nd October. 
A huge thanks goes out to all of you who helped out. From collecting and preparing food, setting things up, 
selling at the stalls, donating fresh produce from their plots, and selling raffle tickets etc to the packing away or 
just being there – it was a great success.   
 
Also a very big thank you to all the local traders below who so very generously donated prizes for the bumper 

raffle Please repay their kindness by visiting them when you’re around their way – mention that you’re part of 
the garden and appreciate their generous support. 
 

 ANNA ISGRO YOGA CLASSES, 100 Hodgkinson Street, Clifton Hill 
 ARTASTIC CUSTOM FRAMING & GALLERY, 781 Nicholson Street, Carlton North 
 BAKERS DELIGHT, 330 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill 
 FITZROY VET HOSPITAL, 102 Scotchmer Street, Fitzroy North 
 THE GREENGROCER’S, 217 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 HAIR IN STYLE, 324 Park Street, Carlton North 
 HEALTHY FIT GYM, 191 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 JORG RESTAURANT, 203 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 LOAFER BREAD, 146 Scotchmer Street, Fitzroy North 
 LONGPLAY BAR, 318 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 MARIA’S COFFEE HOUSE & DELI, 795 Nicholson Street, Carlton North 

 McCOPPINS FOOD & WINE, 292 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill 
 MELBOURNE HARDWARE, 230 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 NELSON ALEXANDER REAL ESTATE, 205 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy 
 NORTH FITZROY NEWSAGENCY, 102 Scotchmer Street, Fitzroy North 
 THE MOROCCAN SOUP BAR, 183 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 PIEDIMONTE’S SUPERMARKET, 43 Best Street, Fitzroy North 
 PROVANS HOME TIMBER & HARDWARE, Alexandra Parade, Clifton Hill 
 RED OLIVE RESTAURANT, 213 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 REPCO M+G MAIOLO, 197 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 THE SINGING WHALE, 207 St Georges Road, Fitzroy North 
 TERMINUS HOTEL, 492 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill 
 VELO CYCLES, 815 Nicholson Street, Carlton North 
 SCOTSBURN NURSERIES, 300 Perry Road, KeysborougH 
 VINC Victorian Indigenous Nurseries Co-Operative, Yarra Bend Road, Fairfield 

 
 

 

   



 

 

Morning tea in the garden on Sunday the 19th of February 2012. 
Come and have a freshly made coffee or tea and something to eat, and meet your fellow 

gardeners in green surrounds of the garden. 
It’s a great opportunity to share ideas, seeds or seedlings, experiences & knowledge. 

Whether you’re new to the garden and gardening 
or have had a plot for ages come along – all welcome. 

 

Further dates for 2012 such as Working b’s, committee contact list  
and the committee meeting dates will be in the next newsletter. 

  

YELLOW-BANDED DART  (Ocybadistes Walkeri) 
These beautiful, very small (wingspan 20-30 
mm) Skipper butterflies are worth a close 
look. Although they fly rapidly, frequently 
changing direction, they can be studied 
when they land on a plant. They appear to 
like borage leaves. With dark brown and 
orange markings on the upper side, they are 
mostly yellow underneath. They hold their 
wings raised, like a dart, hence the name. 
The slender green caterpillar with tiny short 
white hairs has a brown and white head and 
hides in a curled leaf of grass, or in several 
leaves joined together with silk. Their food 
plant is native or introduced grasses. 
 

 
 

Summer Planting 
Basil, Beetroot, Button Squash, Bush Beans, Brussels sprouts (late S), Carrots, Cantaloupe, 
Cauliflower (late S), Capsicum, Climbing Beans, Chillies, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant, Fennel, 

Gourds, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Mizuna, Okra, Onions, Pak Choy, Parsnip, Peanuts, Pumpkins, 
Radish, Red Mustard, Runner Beans, Rockmelon, Salad greens, Silverbeet, Spinach, Strawberries, 

Swede (late S), Tomatoes, Watercress, Watermelons, Zucchini, 

HARLEQUIN BUGS   
(Dindymus versiclour) 
Anyone in the Community garden during 
spring would have noticed the red, black 
and orange Harlequin Bugs, also known as 
stink bugs, or B Doubles because they are 
seen as pairs joined together, courting. 
These are garden pests attacking 
vegetables, crops and ornamental plants, 
sucking sap from young tissue, marking 
petals of flowers and causing blemished 

fruit. They can cluster on fences, tree 
trunks, the wood edging our plots and feed 
on nearby plants during the day. Covered 
with a hard wax-like substance, the bugs 
can be sprayed with a bit of detergent in 
water, preferably in sunshine. This gets into 
the breathing tubes at the sides of their 

bodies, and they dehydrate. 

 


