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SPRING NEWS    
Heading into Spring 
What a difference a couple of months make!  The first photo below was taken in 
May and the one below that in August.  Despite the recent wild weather it is 
evident how wonderful the garden looks.  The newly geofabriced plots - centre 
left - are thriving.  Thanks to everyone for the hard work you’ve put in on your 
plots and the garden in general over winter.


Open Day 

Plans are progressing for Open Day to be held on Saturday 14th October from 
1-4pm.


Very soon you will receive an email with a call for volunteers for various tasks for 
Open Day.  We hope you will be able to assist and also invite your friends and 
neighbours to come along on this important day. Fliers will also be available soon.  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Winter Working Bee 
Our Winter Working Bee, fire and BBQ was great fun again this year.  With nearly 
over 30 workers including a good handful of kids and grandkids making a 
contribution and enjoying the BBQ, fire and marshmallows.





Spot guarded the front gate!   

     

Plenty of mulching of 
paths                                

Weeding                    

  Pruning 

Setting the new fire 
pit and enjoying the 
food and fire 

Discussions 
about pruning 

Planting some rocket 
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A big Thank You to all 
those who attended all the 
Working Bees this winter.
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Spring Diary 

Date Activity

Late Winter plantings Bok Choy, Beetroot, Broad Beans, Cabbage, Carrot, Garlic, Kale, 
Onion, Pak Choy, Parsnip, Peas, Radish, Rocket, Silverbeet, 
Spinach, Strawberries 

Friday 15th September Compost/manure delivery for plot top-ups - more details ASAP.

Spring plantings Asian salad greens, Beans, Beetroot, Cabbage, Capsicum, 
Carrots, Chilli, Cucumber, Eggplant, Lettuce, Potatoes, Radish, 
Rocket, Silver beet, Squash, Strawberries, Tomatoes, Watercress 

Sunday 17th September 
10-12am 
Followed by BBQ 

Spring working bee:- 
Clearing new shed site 
Mulching outside the gate 
Compost/manure moving

Sunday 1st October 
10-11am 
Followed by morning tea 

Mini working bee and start of daylight saving:- 
Open Day preparations

Saturday 14th October 
Open Day 
1-4pm 

“Gardening in small spaces” theme

Saturday 4th November 
2-3pm 
Followed by afternoon 
tea 

Mini working bee

Saturday 18th November 
2-4pm 
Followed by BBQ 

Mini working bee and AGM

Late Spring plantings Asian salad greens, Beans, Beetroot, Cabbage, Capsicum, 
Carrots, Chilli, Cucumber, Eggplant, Leeks, Lettuce, Okra, 
Potatoes, Radish, Rocket, Silver beet, Squash, Strawberries, 
Sweet corn,Tomatoes, Zucchini 
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Plot Cultivation Guidelines 
 
The main purpose of the garden is for organic food production and all plot 
holders are expected to fully utilise their plots for this purpose. Our aim is for all 
plot holders to maximise production and minimise waste. 


Plots need to be fully cultivated, fertilised, watered, weeded and, produce 
harvested on a regular basis. This may require visiting your plot every 2 to 3 days 
in the summer to water and harvest, but perhaps less often during the winter. You 
can always consider a plot sharing arrangement if you cannot give enough time 
and attention to your plot. 

How to optimize your plot:                                 Some bee attractors 

• Regular planting - there 
should be at least two major 
crops per year. It is suggested 
that these be early summer 
through to autumn (tomatoes, 
cucumbers, zucchini, 
eggplants, sweetcorn etc...) 
and late autumn/winter/early 
spring (cabbages, cauliflowers 
etc, broadbeans, peas, garlic, 
leeks, onions …).  It is 
sometimes possible to have 3 
crops a year with judicious planting. You don't need to wait for the entire 
season's crops to have been harvested before replanting.  Progressively 
replanting as one type of crop (eg tomato)  is harvested gives much better 

overall productivity.


•Build up your soil - by regularly 
adding compost and fertiliser before 
each major planting.  Manures such 
as sheep and cow are excellent.   It is 
recommended that several bags of 
this be applied before any major 
planting.  Worm juice, worm castings, 
blood and bone and liquid feeds are 
useful when the plants are growing. 
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Good soil helps water absorption.                                           

• Watering – by watering deep around the roots, you will not have to water so 
often and use less water. 


• Water is an expensive item for the garden. Spraying around the leaves adds no 
value to your plant, and in fact can encourage disease. 


• Mulching your plot in summer helps to control weeds and conserve moisture 
and adds valuable organic material to your plot. Compost is a very good mulch, 
fertiliser and soil conditioner. 


• Fully utilise your plot - the whole plot needs to be cultivated to obtain maximum 
yield. Growing vertically is a good way to increase yield. Some plants flourish 
on stakes and trellises. 


• A green crop is useful 
sometimes and can be dug in 
to improve the soil. 


• Controlling weeds - is 
important to control weeds as 
these take nutrients and 
water from your food plants. 
Invasive weeds can spread 
quickly to other plots and 
must be removed and 
disposed of correctly. Do not 
put them into the compost. 


• Harvesting – you need to 
keep an eye on your crop to 
know when to harvest. Bolted 
plants are a waste.  Usually 
picking vegetables when they 
are small gives a better 
flavour and tenderness.  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Stop Press 

Bigger Shelter and Shed relocation 

Lynda Achren has been working hard this last 12 months on coordinating plans to 
extend the current shelter towards to big fig tree.  This will also involve the 
removal of the shed and a new shed being built at the western end of the garden, 
behind the big water tank.

Lynda has put together a team with specialist expertise to assist with this work. 

Namely:

Tom Robin has drawn up plans and costed relocation of new shed and slab.  He is 
negotiating with Council re permits.
Ian Browne and Graeme Kelk (architects) have drawn up the plans for the 
enlarged shelter.
David Sless is advising on and, if necessary, building something for tool 
management and storage.
Jason Lohry is providing advice and support for building the shelter and the shed.
John Blackstock, advice and financial management.
Tim Dolan, Builder who will volunteer his time to supervise the building of the 
shelter extension when the time comes because he believes in "giving back to 
your community”.
Lynda Achren, Project coordination.

When that is all finalised we will need volunteers to:
• clear the shed site, and build the shed  (probably 2 days over 2 weekends)
• source the materials for the shelter
• clear the site for the shelter (including dismantling the existing shed) and 

build the extension (over 2 weekends)

Information will be posted on the noticeboard in the near future.
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